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Monsoon Session: Govt offers Amit

Shah statement in Parliament
opposition doesn't relent

New Delhi, Agency: Govt Monday
agreed to a debate in Parliament on the
recent student protest and home minis-
ter Amit Shah's statement on the issue,
but it failed to break the impasse as
Congress insisted that all its demands,
including PM Modi's apology for alleged
police excesses against protesters and a
statement on embezzlement of Ram tem-
ple funds, be met.

"Congress and Rahul Gandhi have
been demanding a statement from Shah
from day one (of Parliament's monsoon
session). Govt is ready to hold a discus-
sion and give a detailed response. I
request Congress not to walk out during
his (Shah's) statement. It should not be
scared and run away," parliamentary
affairs minister Kiren Rijiju said.

The opposition, however, persisted
with its protests, leading Rijiju to accuse
Rahul of shifting goalposts. The leader of
the opposition said all the issues raised
by Congress are "non-negotiable" .

It appears that his intention is to pre-
vent the House from functioning. Rahul
Gandhi, do not run away from discus-
sion. We are prepared to discuss every
issue inside the House," Leader of the
House in Rajya Sabha J P Nadda said
after Rahul was joined by Congress pres-
ident Mallikarjun Kharge in rejecting
govt's proposal. Nadda also denied that
police had fired at protesters on July 20.

Marred by opposition protests since
the session began on July 20, except for
an animated debate on the NEET paper
leak and related issues, LS again faced a
couple of adjournments Monday before
Rijiju conveyed govt's proposal.

New Delhi, Agency: Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP) founder Abhijeet Dipke has
announced a nationwide campaign to
improve government schools in villages,
seeking to address the "neglect of rural edu-
cational infrastructure".

The campaign will be launched on August
15, with the CJP calling on citizens, parents
and village leaders to work together to
improve basic facilities in government
schools.

Dipke said he would launch the initiative
from his village in Hingoli, Maharashtra, by
approaching the village head and requesting
him to take steps to improve government
schools there.

"The coming 15th August is our 80th
Independence Day. But, if anything has been
neglected or ignored the most in the last 80
years, it is the government schools in our vil-
lages," Dipke said on Monday. We have
made a new Parliament, a new PM house.
Why have we not been able to build new
schools in our villages? Do we not consider
the children of farmers and labourers the
future of our country?" he asked. Dipke said
children in villages continue to face difficul-
ties in accessing schools and basic facilities
such as drinking water and toilets.

Even today, village children have to walk a
long distance to go to school. After going
there, they don't find water or toilet facili-
ties," he said, highlighting the difficulties
faced by girls in particular. I feel that on this
15th August, if we should pay attention to
anything, if we should make a new start, we
should start by improving our government
schools," he said. As part of the campaign,
the CJP has appealed to sarpanches across
the country to take up the task of improving
government schools in their respective vil-
lages. Dipke said he would personally
approach the village head in Hingoli and
urged other sarpanches to do the same in
their villages. The organisation has termed
the initiative the "Sarpanch Challenge",
under which it plans to publicly recognise
village heads who improve their schools by
sharing before-and-after photographs on its
social media platforms and giving credit to
the sarpanches concerned. We will give you
credit so that after seeing you, after seeing
the schools that you have improved, many
other village heads also start improving
schools in their villages," Dipke said.

The CJP has also called for a citizen-led
social audit of government schools.

Parents whose children study in govern-
ment schools have been asked to visit the
institutions and check basic facilities, includ-
ing electricity, clean drinking water, func-
tional washrooms and mid-day meals.

You go to your children's schools and see if
basic facilities are available. See if there is
electricity, water… Do your children get
washroom facilities? Do they get mid-day
meals?" Dipke said.

He urged parents to record videos if basic
facilities were unavailable. The CJP said it
would soon issue a printable audit form
through which citizens could record the facil-
ities available at their children's schools and
those that were missing.

The form will be shared through links on
campaign videos on the CJP's official social
media platforms and completed forms and
video evidence can be emailed to the organi-
sation. The campaign aims to ensure that
children of farmers and wage labourers
studying in village schools have access to
facilities comparable to those available to
children in cities. If not, you make videos of
it. Because your children's schooling should
be good. That is your fundamental right,"
Dipke said. Let us all make a promise to the
children who live in villages that we will
improve their schools. Together, we can do
this," he said, concluding his video with the
message, "Real India lives in villages. CJP
backs Jharkhand protests In a separate
video, Dipke also extended his support to
Jharkhand student leader Devendra Nath
Mahto, who was hospitalised after his health
deteriorated during a
hunger strike over
alleged irregularities
in recruitment exami-
nations.

New Parliament, PM house, why not new govt schools in
villages' CJP's Dipke announces nationwide campaign

S r i n a g a r ,
Agency: A safari
car can roll past a
rhino in Kaziranga.
In Ranthambore, it
can track a tiger. Put
that car in Ladakh.
For its elusive snow
leopards - masters of
camouflage in a
landscape where
survival depends on
staying unseen - the
question is whether
tourism can get close
enough to see them
without making
them disappear for
good.

Ladakh has
planned to introduce
guided wildlife
safaris on popular
snow leopard and
bird-watching trails,
triggering warnings
from conservation-
ists that turning a
fragile high-altitude
wilderness into a
tourist circuit could
disturb wildlife,
commercialise off-
roading and open
the door to roads,
eateries and other
tourism infrastruc-
ture. You cannot see
a snow leopard from
a jeep unless you do
something illegal
like placing bait or a
sheep to lure it," said
Dr MK Ranjitsinh,
emeritus member of
Wildlife Trust of
India, who has spent
nearly 50 years
shaping conserva-
tion strategies and

played a key role in
framing the Wildlife
(Protection) Act of
1972 and Project
Tiger. Kaziranga is
not Ladakh and
Ranthambore is not
Ladakh. The ecology
is completely differ-
ent," he added.

In Ladakh's open
valleys, vehicles can
be visible from miles
away. Vegetation is
concentrated along
valley bottoms,
drawing animals
there to feed and
drink. "Are you tak-
ing a safari there?"
he asked.

Ladakh is home to
477 of India's esti-
mated 718 snow
leopards - the coun-
try's largest popula-
tion. It also supports
more than 38 mam-
mal species, 340
bird species and
1,800 vascular plant
species. But spotting
a snow leopard is a
needle-in-a-haystack
affair. Its thick, mot-
tled coat melts into
rocky slopes, while
steep, remote terrain
gives it a vast natural
advantage. 

Safari in snow leopard home?
Conservationists say Ladakh is

no Kaziranga

Khushi, daughter of Gudha Bawani, hoists
flag in UK, becomes Communication

Officer at "Children's North East

U d a i p u r w a t i .
Khushi Kantival, daugh-
ter of Khedaron ki Dhani,
Gudha Bawani, has made
her mark in the UK. After
completing her PG,
Khushi has been given a
permanent appointment
as Communication
Officer at the prestigious
institution "Children's
North East" in
Newcastle. Khushi's
father Shri Gopal Ram
Kantival is Deputy Commandant in CRPF and has
been honored with the 'Police Service Medal' by
the President. While the father made a name in
national service, the daughter brought glory to the
village in the field of journalism abroad. There is a
wave of happiness in Ambedkar Nagar and
Khedaron ki Dhani due to Khushi's success.
Villagers described it as an inspiration for the
daughters of the region. Former Minister
Rajendra Singh Gudha, Pawan Ji Kharbas,
Sandeep Singh Shekhawat and other locals have
congratulated Khushi and her father. 
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Jhunjhunu: A grand Shobha
Yatra of Shiv Parivar idols was
taken out from Shri Bharteshwar
Mahadev Temple premises on
Bakra Road to the colony near the
gas plant. Hundreds of women,
men and children holding flags
and with scarves on their heads
joined the yatra. The camel dance
was the main attraction. Workers
welcomed the yatra with a shower
of flowers.

*Present:* Leeladhar Purohit,
Chedi Lal Purohit, Shivcharan
Purohit, Gopiram, Mohan Lal,
Pramod Kumar, Pashupati Nath,
Ashok Kumar, Suresh Kumar,
Vinod Kumar, Mukesh, Laks
hmikant, Dharmendra, Narendra,
Sajjan, Pankaj, Amitabh, Vikas,
Vishal, Shambhu Shankar,

Poonam.
Jugal Kishore, Naresh, Krishna

Kumar, Avinash, Pawan Kumar,
Ramesh Verma, Omprakash,
Pawan Sharma Derwala, Surendra

Sharma Principal, Pradeep
Sharma Alsisar, Vashishth
Sharma, Surendra Sharma
Bhimsar, Rakesh Sahal, Anil Joshi
and others.

Shiv Parivar's Shobha Yatra taken out
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Chirawa. Devotees
who arrived with Kanwar
from Haridwar were wel-
comed and honored by
Shri Ram Parivar. The
devotees left Haridwar
with Kanwar on July 31,
2026. The Kanwar yatris
who reached Chirawa
said the Kanwar was
offered to Lord Shiva on
Tuesday at the Shiv tem-
ple located behind

Panchayat Samiti in
Ward No. 27. On this
occasion, Subhash
Dhabhai, Mahendra
Singh, Veer Singh Shek.

hawat, Sumer Singh,
Mahesh Jangid,
Janardhan Soni, Pramod
and other Kanwar yatris
were welcomed and hon-
ored by Shri Ram Parivar
in the presence of Sant
Bihari Das Maharaj at
Adarsh Seva
Pratishthan.

Devotees carrying Kanwar
from Haridwar welcomed

India move will mu
ddle border talks
Guwahati, Agency: China has hit back sharply

at India for assigning standard names to 27 geo-
graphical locations in Arunachal Pradesh, with the
state-run Global Times claiming these areas are in
China's 'Zangnan' region - Beijing's term for
Arunachal Pradesh and adjoining areas that it claims
as part of Tibet Autonomous part.

The daily reiterated that Chinese foreign ministry
spokesperson Guo Jiakun said at a routine press
briefing on April 14 that the Zangnan
region is China's territory and "China does
not recognise the so-called 'Arunachal
Pradesh' illegally set up by India. It is fully
within China's sovereign rights for the
Chinese govt to issue standard names for
some of the places in Zangnan.

The reaction came three days after
India's Survey of India updated its official
map to identify 21 land areas, four passes,
a high-altitude glacial lake and a 1962 war
hero monument in Arunachal Pradesh,
which govt said was an exercise to ensure
the "correct identification" of places and
enhance public awareness of their geo-
graphical and historical significance.

New Delhi, Agency: In a
late-night bureaucratic reshuffle
Monday, govt appointed Deepti
Gaur Mukerjee, a 1993-batch
IAS from the Madhya Pradesh
cadre as new higher education
secretary. This comes barely
three weeks after Naresh Pal
Gangwar, a Rajasthan cadre IAS
officer, was named to become
higher education secretary, but
it was put in abeyance.

His appointment had drawn
public criticism on social media
because his family members
previously received over Rs 1
crore in govt horticulture subsi-
dies for commercial cucumber
cultivation under a National
Horticulture Board scheme. The

last tranche of the subsidy was
released after he took charge as
secretary, department of animal
husbandry and dairying.

As per a personnel depart-
ment order, Mukerjee will now
succeed Vineet Joshi, who was
last month appointed as secre-
tary, Panchayati Raj. Mukerjee
is currently serving as corporate
affairs secretary.

Bureaucratic reshuffle: Deepti
Gaur Mukerjee named new
higher education secretary


